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La	 valse,	 poème	 chorégraphique	 pour	 orchestre	 (“The	 Waltz,	 a
choreographic	 poem	 for	 orchestra”)	 is,	 in	 the	 words	 of	 Francis
Poulenc,	 “one	 of	 the	 most	 imaginative,	 virtuosic,	 and	 terrifying
orchestral	 creations	 of	 the	 20th	 century.”	 Conceived	 as	 a	 tribute	 to
Johann	Strauss	II	and	the	Viennese	waltz,	it	depicts	the	life	cycle	of	a
waltz,	 from	 its	 birth	 to	 its	 eventual	 destruction.	The	work	 exists	 in
three	forms:	a	piano	solo,	a	piano	duet,	and	the	orchestral	version.

In	the	preface	to	the	score,	Ravel	described	the	opening	scene	as:

Swirling	 clouds	 afford	 glimpses,	 through	 rifts,	 of	 waltzing	 couples.
The	 clouds	 scatter	 little	 by	 little;	 one	 can	 distinguish	 an	 immense
hall	with	a	whirling	crowd.	The	 scene	grows	progressively	brighter.
The	light	of	the	chandeliers	bursts	forth	at	the	fortissimo.	An	imperial
court,	about	1855.

In	the	second	half	of	the	work,	the	themes	fragment	and	recombine	in
increasingly	complex	ways	as	the	piece	reaches	its	chaotic	climax.	In
a	 8nal	 gesture,	 Ravel	 ends	 the	 work	 with	 a	 quadruplet	 tuple,
ultimately	obliterating	any	remaining	semblance	of	a	waltz.
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
        


 


 


 


  



(u.c.)

    
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

               
    

 


    








 



     

         


      



(u.c.)

 









  













106






   






         
         









   


   



 
       



(u.c.)

 








 

108











 
 



          
        


          













   

   




 














 

 



(u.c.)






 










111
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
     


 






 



 

   


 






  

 









 







      
 

         


      



        





(u.c.)


 














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






 







 



  




 





 
 





  















 

  













  

  
 



  
  

 


       



        



(u.c.)


























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



 










  




     


 



      


    


    












      

 







 






 



  



(u.c.)
































122

   
              















 


   




      



 





 

   

      







    



(u.c.)










 

125
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




 














   





 






   

 










   






 










     


     


    





    



    

 



(u.c.) tre	corde

  








 





129








   






 



















   





 



















   










    



  

 
 






   


 


   

  







 



   
  














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


      

















      













 






      









 

 







 



 





  



  



  

139

 































 




























 









    








































 










  
 


 


  


  

 






  










144







    




 

 
 

 








     

  
 

 


  


 
     


    




           


 




150
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 






    

 





    


 

 


 

 
    





 


 


  


 

  
 

 


  


  






 


   

 

 

156

 






 


 

 
   







  










 


 


 


 



 





 

 


 


 


 


 











 










 

 
 

 




  
 


   




    

 

















  

162


 

 

 






 











 







 



 
















 


 
























 





 



   


          


 

 



  
 

 
 





 



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







 


 








 



 






 






 









 

 


 





 


  




   


   


 


 




 


 



 


 







 








  


    
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 



 


 







 




 







 


 




   



 















  


 


















 






      











 


 




 








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  




 

 

   


 















 























  













      







 











    



   








186

 






 










    

 
 





 













 
 















 
 









 













 















 
 



  
  


   



  
 

192


  







 








   









 













 
 






















 








   










   
   




   



  
 




   
    

 


  


198





 






 

  

























  




 





 










 



  


 
     



 



  








 







 

 
  

   

204



 

   





 

 















 


 









  































 


























 




 





 



























     








210
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 











 



 

 











 






 





 











  

 





     







 



       


               

 





 




216








 
 

 

















 
 








 

 





 
















 



 





 








 

 





 





 







 



 

 

 








 









 


























 













 

 




220

 




 








 

















 









 




 
















 



















 























 




 






 






























     





  

 



 



expressive

 



 

226

 







 

 
 

 


 


 



 









 

 
 













 







     














      


       

      



 









 




 



 




233





















 
























 


















































 









 
 











 



 

 
















 


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


 

  


 


  

  



  




 


 





 


 





 


 





 


 





 


 





 


 


 



expressive










  

244









  



            

           




 


 





 



 

 
  


  


  


  

 

 


  
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