Pursuit

For Chamber Orchestra

Holden Mui




cover art by Abrianna Zhang



for my heroes



INSTRUMENTATION

1 Flute, 1 Clarinet in Bb, 1 Bassoon, 1 Horn in F 1
Trumpet in Bb, 1 Percussion (Glockenspiel, Mark Tree,
Suspended Cymbal, Snare Drum, Tam-tam), 1 Piano, 2
Violins, 1 Viola, 1 Cello, 1 Double Bass

STAGE LAYOUT

Tam.

S,

@)

p—g

T
o[qe], deif,

oud

Bsn Cl. Fl. Hn Tpt

Vin I
Q
S
=
o
A




CONTENTS

Program Notes 4
Score 6
Flute Part 162
Clarinet Part 176
Bassoon Part 188
Horn Part 198
Trumpet Part 206
Percussion Part 212
Piano Part 222
Violin I Part 246
Violin II Part 258
Viola Part 270
Cello Part 282

Double Bass Part 294



Program Notes

Pursuit, a cinematic fantasy for chamber orchestra, tells the story of a
universal experience: chasing dreams, confronting challenges, and
emerging stronger in the end. Pursuit is scored for flute, Bb clarinet,
bassoon, horn in F, Bb trumpet, percussion (glockenspiel, mark tree,
suspended cymbal, snare drum, tam-tam), piano, two violins, viola,
cello, and double bass.

Filled with curiosity and optimism, the C major opening theme is a
flute and clarinet duet, and it serves as the "protagonist theme." It
appears in many different settings—intimate passages, dark
moments, and climactic triumph—but its underlying purpose is the
same: it is a unifying representation of the self.

The opening duet is brief—a fluttering transition welcomes the world
of E major, a place where dreams are brought to life through
persistence and determination. Here, delicate textures contrast
confident melodies, creating an orchestral richness that culminates in
a heroic celebration.

Suddenly, this confidence is forcefully interrupted with a harsh piano
and snare rhythm, followed by a foreboding F minor motive in the low
strings. These ideas signal the presence of external challenges that
the protagonist must confront. The protagonist theme returns, but
with undertones of uncertainty and self-doubt. These undertones
grow exponentially, and in a cry of despair, the music spirals into a
frenzy of shrieking chromaticism.

Only a somber interlude remains—the piano and strings represent
the defeated self... until a lush transition brings back the world of E
major. Soaring melodies modulate back into a C major heroic
celebration...



..which again is interrupted by another frenzy of shrieking
chromaticism. This time, however, the protagonist is determined to
fight back. After a fierce battle punctuated by trumpet calls, the self
ultimately prevails over the uncertainty and doubt that was once
overwhelming. The climactic triumph is followed by a quiet moment
of self-reflection, after which a coda brings Pursuit to its grand finale.

Pursuit brings us through moments of triumph and joy, anguish and
misery, reflectiveness and reconciliation. In a heartbeat, we are
carried from unyielding tranquility to frantic chaos, and from icy
detachment to intimate warmth. In the end, Pursuit is not just a
musical journey, but also a reflection of the resilience and
transformation of the human spirit.
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